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tion.1 Thus the uimatural alliance in 1778 between French Autocracy and American Liberty was one of the great and decisive events of human history.
In the same year, 1789, that the American Re* public began its career under the forms of a National Government, the curtain rose in France on that tremendous drama which will forever engage the interest of mankind. And just as the American Revolution vitally influenced French opinion, so the French Revolution profoundly affected American thought; and, definitely, helped to shape those contending forces in American life that are still waging their conflict.
While the economic issue, so sharp in the adoption of the Constitution, became still keener, as will appear, after the National Government was established, it was given a higher temper in the forge of the French Revolution. American history, especially
1 "That the principles of America opened the Bastille is not to be doubted." (Thomas Paine to Washington, May 1, 1790; Cor. Rev*: Sparks, iv, 828.) "The principles of it [the French Revolution] were copied from America." (Paine to Citizens of the United States, Nov.              I
15,1802; Writings: Conway, iii, 381.)                                                           j
"Did not the American Revolution produce the French Revolu-              ;
tion? And did not the French Revolution produce all the Calamities              |
and Desolations to the human Race and the whole Globe ever since? " (Adams to Rush, Aug. 28, 1811; Old Family Letters, 352.)
"Many of * . . the leaders [of the French Revolution] have imbibed              !
their principles in America, and all have been fired by our example."               '
(Gouverneur Morris to Washington, Paris, April 29, 1789; Cor. Rev.: Sparks, iv, 256.)
"All the friends of freedom on this side the Atlantic are now rejoicing for an event which . . . has been accelerated by the American Revolution.. . . You have been the means of raising that spirit in Europe which *. . will.. . extinguish every remain of that barbarous               *
servitude under which all the European nations, in a less . .. degree,               f
have so long been subject."  (Catharine M. Graham to Washington,               .
Berks (England), Oct. 1789; 16., 284; and see Cobbett, i, 97.)                        |